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PRIVATE WELL WATER EDUCATION
ISSUANCE OF PERMITS

PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY CHANGES




VOC SAMPLING

SESSION LAW 2012-187 SENATE BILL
810

(7) AUTHORIZE RATHER THAN REQUIRE
THE COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC HEALTH
TO ADOPT RULES FOR THE TESTING OF
WATER FROM NEW DRINKING WATER
WELLS FOR CERTAIN VOLATILE
ORGANIC COMPOUNDS




VOC SAMPLING

The Commission for Public Health
may by rule require testing for
additional parameters, including
volatile organic compounds

If the Commission makes a specific
finding that testing for the additional
parameters is hecessary to protect
public health




WHAT THIS MEANS

VOC SAMPLING TABLED

COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC HEALTH

WOULD HAVE TO JUSTIFY VOC
SAMPLING

NOT LIKELY ANY TIME SOON..




LANDOWNERS RIGHTS

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH
CAROLINA SESSION 2011 SESSION
LAW 2011-255 SENATE BILL 676

AN ACT TO CLARIFY LANDOWNERS'
RIGHTS OVER WATER ON THEIR
PROPERTY AND THE CONSTRUCTION
OF WELLS ON THEIR PROPERTY.




SENATE BILL 676

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:
SECTION 1. G.S. 87-97(a) reads as rewritten:

"(a) Mandatory Local Well Programs. — Each county,
through the local health department that serves the
county, shall implement a private drinking water
well permitting, inspection, and testing program.
Local health departments shall administer the
program and enforce the minimum well
construction, permitting, inspection, repair, and
testing requirements set out in this Article and rules
adopted pursuant to this Article. No person shall
unduly delay or refuse to permit a well that can be
constructed or repaired and operated in compliance
with the requirements set out in this Article and
rules adopted pursuant to this Article."”




SENATE BILL 676

SECTION 2. G.S. 87-97(e) reads as rewritten:

"(e) Issuance of Permit. — The local health department
shall issue a construction permit or repair permit if it
determines that a private drinking water well can be
constructed or repaired and operated in compliance
with this Article and rules adopted pursuant to this
Article. The local health department may impose any
conditions on the issuance of a construction permit or
repair permit that it determines to be necessary to
ensure compliance with this Article and rules adopted
pursuant to this Article. Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, no permit for a well that is in
compliance with this Article and the rules adopted
pursuant to this Article shall be denied on the basis of
a local government policy that discourages or
prohibits the drilling of new wells."”




WHAT IT MEANS

OVER-RIDES ANY LOCAL

PROHIBITION AGAINST DRILLING
WELLS

PARTICULARLY IN AREAS WHERE
MUNICIPAL WATER IS AVAILABLE

IF SPACE IS AVAILABLE, CAN

PERMIT A WELL IN THE MIDDLE OF
TOWN




Variances

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH

CAROLINA SESSION 2011 SESSION LAW
2012-200 SENATE BILL 229

(11) ESTABLISH A VARIANCE PROCESS

FOR CERTAIN SETBACK REQUIREMENTS

FOR EXISTING PRIVATE DRINKING
WATER WELLS;




Variances

PART Xli. ESTABLISH A VARIANCE PROCESS FOR SETBACK
DISTANCES FROM EXISTING PRIVATE DRINKING WATER
WELLS

SECTION 11.(a) Variance from Setbacks for Existing Private
Drinking Water Wells. -

(1) The Department of Health and Human Services may grant a variance
from the minimum horizontal separation distances from existing private
drinking water wells set out in 15A NCAC 02C .0107(a)(2) or 15A NCAC
02C .0107(a)(3) upon finding that:

a. The well was constructed and completed on or before July 1, 2008.

b. The Department determines that continued use of the well will not
endanger human health and welfare or groundwater.

c. It is impracticable, taking into consideration feasibility and cost, for the
well to comply with the minimum horizontal separation distance set out in
the applicable sub-subpart of 15 NCAC 02C .0107(a)(2) and 15A NCAC
02C .0107(a)(3).

d. There is no reasonable alternative source of drinking water available.




Variances

(2) A variance from the minimum horizontal separation distances set
out in 15A NCAC 02C .0107(a)(2) or 15A NCAC 02C .0107(a)(3) shall
require that the existing private drinking water well meet the following
requirements:

a. The well shall comply with the minimum horizontal separation
distances set out in 15A NCAC 02C .0107(a)(2) or 15A NCAC 02C .
0107(a)(3) to the maximum extent practicable.

b. The well is inspected by the Department or the applicable local
health department and is determined to be in good repair.

c. The well shall comply with all other requirements for private
drinking water wells set out in 15A NCAC 02C .0300.




WHAT IT MEANS

WE WILL GRANT VARIANCES ON PRE-
EXISTING WELLS

MUST HAVE BEEN CONSTRUCTED PRIOR
TO JULY 1, 2008

DOES NOT APPLY TO WELLS
CONSTRUCTED UNDER THE WELL
PROGRAM RULES

DOES NOT CHANGE THE CURRENT
VARIANCE PROCESS FOR NEW WELLS
PRIOR TO CONSTRUCTION

DOES NOT SPECIFICALLY MENTION .1700
WELLS




KEY FACTORS

- J
= AGE OF THE WELL

= CONDITION OF
THE WELL

= USE OF THE WELL




TYPICAL EXAMPLES

HOMEOWNER WANTS TO ENCROACH
UPON 25FT SETBACK WITH BUILDING

ADDITION

REQUEST TO ADD ANOTHER
CONNECTION TO WELL

GOING FROM A HOME USE TO
COMMERCIAL

ALL WILL REQUIRE EVALUATION BUT
COULD BE APPROVED WITH A
VARIANCE




VARIANCES

WILL BE WRITTEN BY STATE REGIONAL
SPECIALIST

INFORM REGIONAL WHEN A REQUEST IS
FORTHCOMING

WILL REQUIRE EITHER VISIT BY REGIONAL
SPECIALIST OR COUNTY STAFF AND/OR

SUBMITTAL OF DETAILED PROPOSAL WITH
DETAILED SITE PLAN

REMENMBER-ONLY 2 REGIONALS FOR THE
ENTIRE STATE - RULES ALLOW 30 DAYS FOR
ISSUANCE




NEW VARIANCE REQUEST
== FORM

HOETH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRCNMENT AND NATURAL RESCURCES

VARTANCE AFFLICATION FOR 1C 0100 WELL CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS:
D EEASON FOR VARIANCE EEQUEST - Inchuds fype of wallls) to be consmucmd, muls for which the variance &

PRIVATE DEINKTNG WATER WELLS UNDER 154 NCAC 02C 0300 baing mequected: description of how the altwrzate comstraction will oot endanger bezon heakh axd welfre axd the
eEvIUnment andmsmwhjmmrmnmderupmmmwﬂﬂnmm Is not techmically foxdble
WATER SUFFLY WELLS UNDER 134 NCAC 020 0107 and/or provides squal orbener proection of the grounduwamr

AN waier sugppy wellr not comidered * Prive Driniing Waier Wellr ™ and inclading sripaton, il o commercial wellr

WELLS OTHER THAN WATER 5UFPLY UNDER 1A NCAC 02C 0108
Incladhing menviartny and rezvery wella

Print clzarly or npe ifermagon. Mlegible subminal will Be retwrned ax incompleiz.

DATE: LW PERAIT X¥0.: i e okl by DRQIDPH)

A WELL OWNER - F&mhﬁnnﬂrmdﬂm&h.!hpupmyormr[s‘ For all others, Hst mane of the businsss,
crganizmation, or govammant agency and panon delegakd sipmature authonty: E ATTACHMENTS - Provids the Sollowing informaticn as athschmonts to fis application:

[1}] A map showing generz] location of the propecty (mclnding read names, MC S Rowks Number, distinces,
amy bowry landmanies, eic.) sufficient for fnding the wall lecation.
L] Dieniled site map wit scale showing location ufp!wcud wall mlsvant to sepic syvtem(s), building

Maling Address: foumdations, proparty Exes, mm: potmntial soumss of comterimarion, othar walls, etr

City- Serm: _ Fip Coda: County; @ Seoonit 3 copy of tha lecal wll pormit application and wito evahtion mp (3 applicabl).

Dary Taks M- Call Ma.: ) Any cther information relevant to the varnce request wech as a well constuction diagam showing proposed
well lingr or atypical constuction pamrialsmothods.

EMATL Address: Fax Mo..

B. PHYSICAL LOCATION OF WELL SITE F. OTHEE MINIMUM CONSTEUCTION EEQUIEEAMFENTS

‘ S r e For water supply wulls, appeoval of a werancs will regqeie that addifionsl comstrection requipemants bevoad thowe
() Paroal Mensification Nusbar (PIN) of wall i q)w.ﬁndm]‘ﬂ‘fcﬂc 03C 0107 ba mst Miniem additiosal consmuction sequirsmsns for Coxal Flain and
Commtye Pdmen: and Meuntain regon wells are meferenced oz Armachmeats A and B oo pages 2 and ¥ of &us applicaton.
frd] Pryical Address (if different than mailing address): Approval of a vadamce will not be comsidered im cases whare the specified miminmm addifomal comstraction
Tequirseants cazmot be mat.
Cay S NC Zpledec 00000 G. SIGNATURES

C. WELL DEILLEE INFORMATION (if knows)
Wall Drling Contracter™s Nama:
NC Wall Drilling Contractor Cartification Mo :

Tigmarars of Terion Facpoatle far Wol Comstracion [ picaly dewell driller)

Compamy Nama: Comtact Parsom: ]ﬁ::hux—q!mw‘.'ﬂ“wl
Ciny: Seata: Tip Coda: Counsy. Girpically e wall deilec)

Dy Talde Mo.: Call Ne.;

EMATL Address: Fax Mo.;

Sigmarers of {aunr Exvirsamenn] Eralh Spe ke

‘Priat or Trpe Full Name of Caunty Exvircamencl Bealth Specialic

Form (1W-22W Fage | Rovmad Frbnary 2013



v _ | PRBOOEQ4 550 PERMIT NUMBER
Toe River Health District
Site Sketch, - i

O Improvement Permit Only! - No building permit to be issued ] Improvement Permit & Construction Authorization

Lt Crerl Frzewn) E'Bg\[\"; Chareh Cur‘\'\? Cn:df_ A

Applicant’s Name Subdivision/Section/Lot #
_ §le/ i
Authotized State Agent "Date -

System components represent approximate contours only! The contractor must flag the
system prior to beginning instailation to insure proper grade is maintained!

-
/ - ~y e

. Zurhs ZreeX B o> Hhuy (44




VARIANCE REQUIREMENTS

= IMPROVE WELL

HEAD

= BRING ABOVE

GRADE

S INSTA
SAMP

5 SAMP

_ PROPER
NG TAP

NG-NEW

WELL KIT

- W Promzzom Bramcn
Wenrember 80, 5015

Paul Beocks
12 Aberakam Drive
Mfarion, NT 18752
RE: Ap]rm'.l.'l Ne. BE 13
Privase Weall Locased Lags fhan 1% From Fradiding Pasimatar
—Fesle ]"A\CAC_C Q10T
Pl Beools Propesms
12 Alraham
Mlagion, NC I¥
Daar M. Brocks:

On November 19, 2011 20 applicasion for the above sefarenced gropeny was made 2 varisnce Fom the Well
Cosmarscion sasdard, Tide 154 Mok Camfiza Adminiciraive Codds Sohciagaer 30 0100, The vasincs ragoes i
regasdiog a wages supply well & the refiaranced gropany.

Specifically, e wasianos ragoar prams wou peamiccion 10 Goe a0 scising wder sopgly well 2t a distaera char
mnuﬁqm—:mﬁ!huxﬁt-namﬂda.m Achirving the t= u‘-.i\!ﬁm'm.;ru.dd‘z
Sifficnl shven the dhalflanges of the promesy.

Based wpon informasion provided bythe McDomed] Couaty Health Depariment aod the progesiy ovneg, @15 oy
Finding vt based oo et condisions as e site mvivs tody, 20 el ashe Curmet progosad £rnse of fhe sarsctye, Y
meet mcm&mmmﬁeamﬁﬂo&a u:a:-oe-:smuﬂad‘:ﬂ. 153 NOAC 3C 0118 @y and (3. G
fasis and provided dat '_"-ehlb"ﬁ.omd'smsue me’.':-e*oqmdw:la::euamd

1) A propes well sempds tap (Facing dowa) sindl be installed to aowsee proper sampling techniqees can be
ackieved

) The wall shofl he cemnisd for the same parsmmas as soeined fr neshy cominscad wellc If cumnlss indicase
coiaminn, fﬂ"\c?aﬂ “reament o e sequined

3) No poteoia] somecss of proundermer comtamina ticn sl b siceed sear dhe wredl-ead

The appronval of this vasanor dorsoot affect agyof the other sgairemesss or Bmitations of the Well Coamnacin
stda'\ds.ﬁchda.‘nwmdm‘mzqmﬂzﬂﬁ I5A NCAC IT 01 13¢h) o smpadror toabandon amy well
—‘!uchac:uam’_xeoech:aiﬁﬂmymdmmaw_wgmﬂf o ooy with amyother
apphicatls Federd, St orocal laws or segulation

The prasing of this agaroval i fior the wedl Jocaion ooy, 2 #n 00 waynehieves the omner or agant fen ofhar
reqoirsmants of the Nowth Caslim Wl Connination Standards, ar any ofher apricatie lxer, node, or mgolation dgemy
b regulated by odher aganciss, oo doss i1 imply sufficien waner qualin:




POSSIBLE CONDITIONS:

INVESTIGATE WELL CONSTRUCTION
DOWN-HOLE CAMERA INSPECTION
IMPROVE WELL HEAD

REQUIRE SAMPLING

CASE BY CASE



SESSION LAW 2013-122
HOUSE BILL 396

TO ENACT THE PRIVATE WELL
WATER EDUCATION ACT AT THE
REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF

ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL
RESOURCES.




SESSION LAW 2013-122
HOUSE BILL 396

SECTION 2. G.S. 87-97(i) reads as rewritten:

In addition, the rules shall require local health
departments to educate citizens for whom new
private drinking water wells are constructed and for
citizens who contact local health departments
regarding testing an existing well on all of the
following:

(1) The scope of the testing required pursuant to this
Article.

(2) Optional testing available pursuant to this Article.

(3) The limitations of both the required and optional
testing.

(4) Minimum drinking water standards."




SESSION LAW 2013-122
HOUSE BILL 396

SECTION 3. G.S. 87-97(j) reads as rewritten:

"(j) Test Results. — The local health department
shall provide test results to the owner of the
newly constructed private drinking water well
and, to the extent practicable, to any leaseholder
of a dwelling unit or other facility served by the
well at the time the water is sampled. The local
health department shall include with any test
results provided to an owner of a private drinking
water well, information regarding the scope of
the required and optional testing as established
by rtqles adopted pursuant to subsection (i) of this
section.”




WHAT IT MEANS

NEED TO KNOW WHAT SAMPLING PUBLIC
HEALTH LAB CAN PERFORM

KNOW STANDARDS

REQUIRED TO BETTER INFORM
HOMEOWNERS OF OTHER BENEFICIAL
SAMPLING

NEED TO KNOW WHAT ELSE COULD BE A
PROBLEM IN THE AREA

KNOW WHAT INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE
TO ASSIST YOU AND HOMEOWNER




Other Important
NEC Public Health Links

DHHS News Releases
DHHS Site Map

Health Information
System (HIS)

Local Boards of Health

Local Health
Departments

NC Public Health Jobs

NC Public Health
Nursing

NC Public Health
Partnerships

Local Health
Department
Accreditation

NC Public Health
Incubator
Collaboratives

PH Quality
Improvement

Centers for Disease Control
& Prevention (CDC) Links

CDC Home Page
CDC Health Topics

Environmental Sciences
Mission Statement

The mission of the ESB is to provide accurate, timely and cost effective environmental analytical laboratory services to local health
programs.

About ESB

The Environmental Sciences Branch (ESB) provides consultation and laboratory support for environmental and health related pro
Health and Human Services. The ESB offers comprehensive analysis of drinking water to local health departments and authorized
also responsible for accrediting/certifying mik and drinking water laboratories. The Environmental Sciences Branch is organized int

Environmental Inorganic Chemistry
The Environmental Inorganic Chemistry Unit analyzes a variety of samples such as water, wastes and sois. Water samples from E
systems are examined for chemical and/or physical parameters.

Environmental Microbiology

The Environmental Microbiology Unit performs bacteriological analyses on water samples from both public and private water syste
the presence of the colform group of bacteria, which are indicators of fecal contamination. Water is not examined for pathogenic
isolating them from water is very remote.

Environmental Organic Chemistry

The Environmental Organic Chemistry Unit analyzes various sample matrices, such as water and soil for a variety of organic chem
health departments and certain governmental agencies. In general, all water samples should be taken in 2 liter wide mouth jars, 4
glass bottles supplied by the Laboratory.

Radinrhemictru



Divisions | About Us | Contacts Search DHHS: I

/2 \I
Epidemiology m

H Morth Carolina
OME " pablic Health

DHHS = DPH = Epi ® Occupaticnal & Envirenmental » Programs = Well Water > Testing

OEE HOME

A-Z Contaminants Well Water and Health
Facts & Figures Testing Private Well Water

¢ Programs & Services

How often should a well be tested?

As a private well water owner, it is up to you to test your water to ensure that it is safe to

Well Water & Health

Facts & Figures
Frequently Asked use. Protect yourself and your family by testing your water regularly. We recommend the

Questions following schedule for water testing:

Testing Private Well
Water

Every Year Test for total and fecal coliform bacteria.

. Every Two Test for heavy metals, nitrates, nitrites, lead, copper and volatile organic
Reports by County Years compounds (VOCs).

Contact Us Every Five | Test for pesticides. If you know of a particular pesticide that is applied in your
Years area, test yearly.

Test Results

Quick Links

Health Assessment,
Consultation and Education

Prog
e , , What tests should you do?
Medical Evaluation and Risk




Contacts | En Espafiol search DHHS: NN

DHHS Home | A-Z Site Map | Divisions | About Us

Epidemiology

OEE HOME OHHS = DPH > Epi » Occupational & Envirenmental > Pregrams > Well Water

A-Z Contaminants Occupational & Environmental Epidemiology
Facts & Figures Well Water and Health

¢ Programs & Services

Most private wells provide a clean, safe supply of water for many people in North Carolina. But

Well Water & Health ) ) ) ) )
sometimes contaminants can get into your well water and make you sick. As a private well

Facts & Figures o o
owner, it is up to you to test your water to ensure it is safe to use.

Frequently Asked
Questions
Testing Private Well Water

The majority of private drinking water wells in North Carolina are supplied by groundwater. Our

groundwater is typically composed of rain and snowmelt that seeps into the ground and flows

Test Results
between the soil, clay, and small cracks in underground rocks before it finally becomes

Reports by Count
P 4 4 groundwater and enters the well supply. Because contaminants can also follow this pathway

Contact Us and influence the guality of the well water, private well owners must take special precautions to

Quick Links

ensure the protection and maintenance of their drinking water supplies.

Health Assessment,
Consultation and Education

Program

Medical Evaluation and Risk
Assessment Program




A-7 Site Ma

DHHS Home

OEE HOME
A-7 Contaminants
Facts & Figures
¢ Programs & Services
Well Water & Health
Facts & Figures
Maps by Contaminant
Maps by County
Freguently Asked
Questions
Testing Private Well Water
Test Results
Reports by County

Contact Us

Quick Links

Health Assessment,
Consultation and Education

Program

Divisions

Search DHHS: I --

Epidemiology A

Home MNorth Caroling
Public Health

About Us | Contacts

DHHS = DPH > Epi >» Occupational & Environmental > Programs > Well Water > Maps by County

Well Water & Health

Contaminant Maps by County

These county reports show the average concentrations of contaminants found in private well
water samples tested by the North Carolina State Laboratory of Public Health from 1998-2010.
County averages provide a useful way to observe an overall trend in a county, but are not
detailed enough to predict the specific groundwater concentrations of contaminants in smaller
regions and may not reflect the quality of groundwater in a single well. Private well data does

not include monitoring wells or surface water samples collected by other state agencies.

Enhanced Arsenic Map @ (UNC, 2009)

Enhanced TCE Map @ (UNC, 2009)

Learn more about the project that compiled these maps, the data, data sources, calculations,

and mapping techniques used in these reports by visiting the University of North Carolina at

Chapel Hill's Superfund Research Program website. &




ariol search DHHS: |G

Epidemiology A

ol s Home MWNarth Caroling
uman = Public Health

Divisions | About Us

DHHS = OPH > Epi » Occupational & Envirenmental > Reports by County
EPI HOME

A= E RS Occupational & Environmental Epidemiology
A-Z Contaminants RepDFtS b}’ CDUHI‘}’

Facts & Figures

Programs & Services The ability of the Occupational and Environmental Epidemiology Branch to perform medical

e T E T evaluations and risk assessments and conduct targeted community health studies across the

ez state is made possible by a number of grants, cooperative projects, and partnerships with the

Duick Links University of North Carolina and other public health stakeholders. Below you may find the

Fish Advisories following types of reports grouped by North Carolina county:

Health Assessment,

Consultation and Education m Community health studies (Learn more about the Medical Evaluation and Risk Assessment
: : : rogram
Medical Evaluation and Risk program)
Assessment m Fish consumption advisories (Learn more about the Fish Advisories program)
Maturallv Occurring Asbestos m Hazard assessments/consultations {Learn more about the Health Assessment, Consultation and

Well Water & Health Education program)

I Related Programs m Identified naturally occurring asbestos sites {Learn more about naturally occurring asbestos)

e == ir e m Private well water tests 1998-2010 (Learn more about Well Water & Health)

MN.C. Division of Water Quality

R e e e el iy

Hazardous site names marked with an asterisk (*) are priority sites identified for cleanup by
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*H74-v-3"

AN ACT TO IMPROVE AND
STREAMLINE THE REGULATORY
PROCESS IN ORDER TO STIMULATE
JOB CREATION, TO ELIMINATE
UNNECESSARY REGULATION, TO
MAKE VARIOUS OTHER
STATUTORY CHANGES, AND TO
AMEND CERTAIN ENVIRONMENTAL
AND NATURAL RESOURCES LAWS.




SESSION LAW 2013-413 HOUSE BILL 74
*H74-v-3*

DIRECT THE COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC
HEALTH TO ADOPT RULES TO PROVIDE FOR
NOTICE OF KNOWN CONTAMINATIONTO
APPLICANTS WHO SEEK TO CONSTRUCT
NEW PRIVATE DRINKING WATER WELLS AND
TO DIRECT LOCAL HEALTH DEPARTMENTS
TO EITHER ISSUE A PERMIT OR DENY AN
APPLICATION FOR THE CONSTRUCTION,
REPAIR, OR OPERATION OF A WELL WITHIN
30 DAYS OF RECEIPT OF AN APPLICATION

SECTION 35.(a) G.S. 87-97 reads as rewritten:

"§ 87-97. Permitting, inspection, and testing
of private drinking water wells.




SESSION LAW 2013-413 HOUSE BILL 74
*H74-v-3*

(e) Issuance of Permit. — thelocalhealth-departmentshall
%%WWWW : rimk f I I
repaired-and-operatedin-compliance-with-this-Article-and
rules-adoptedpursuantto-this-Article: Within 30 days of
receipt of an application to construct or repair a well, a local
health department shall make a determination whether the
proposed private drinking water well can be constructed or
repaired and operated in compliance with this Article and
rules adopted pursuant to this Article and shall issue a permit
or denial accordingly. If a local health department fails to act
within 30 days, the permit shall automatically be issued, and
the local health department may challenge issuance of the
permit as provided in Chapter 150B of the General Statutes.




WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

SURPRISE TO EVERYONE
NOT SURE WHO ASKED FOR THIS

PROBABLY WILL NOT AFFECT MOST
APPLICATIONS

SEE POSITION STATEMENT




POSITION STATEMENT: Issuance of Private
Drinking Water Well Permits

RESPONSE/INTERPRETATION:

Questions

1) If the health department does not conduct a site evaluation
within 30 days (regardless of reasons) the permit is issued under
the new language. For a permit “automatically” issued under
such a circumstance is the health department (DHHS) considered
to have issued the permit?

Response Yes. The Department by statute, through the local
health department, is responsible for i issuing private drinking
water well permits. The language passed in Session Law 2013-
413 does not negate that responsibility but merely places an
additional burden on the health department to issue the permit
within 30 days. Failing to conduct the site evaluation, regardless
of reason, within the prescribed 30 days simply causes the health
department to “issue” the permit “automatically”.




2) Does the 30 day time limit apply to applications that were submitted
before the effective date of the legislation?

Response: No. Since the legislation did not specifically address that
issue only applications submitted after the effective date of the
legislation would have the 30 day time limit.

3) Where a permit has been issued “automatically” after 30 days is the
health department required to issue something in writing? If so, what?

Response: Yes. The health department should issue a written permit
indicating that the permit was issued “automatically” after 30 days
pursuant to the statute. The permit should also include clear lanquage
that the well permit site was not evaluated by the health department
in accordance with well permitting rules and the potential implications
of acting on a permit without a site evaluation having been performed.
Potential implications include wells being located in unapproved
locations and failing inspection, well locations negatively impacting
adjoining properties such as voiding septic permits.




4) Is the well driller still responsible for reqguesting an installation
inspection and does the health department conduct the inspection?

Response: Yes. The well driller is still responsible for requesting an
inspection and completing all requirements pursuant to existing well
construction laws and rules. The health department is also required to
perform an inspection pursuant to all existing well rules and laws.

5) If ves to both parts of question #3 what does the health department
issue as part of the final inspection?

Response: Upon completing the inspection and finding the well to be
properly constructed and in accordance with all required sethacks, the
health department would issue an “as built” drawing of the well location
along with the Certificate of Completion. If the well is not properly
constructed or located the health department would not issue a Certificate
of Completion. In this situation the health department should issue an
Intent to Suspend or Revoke for the permit that was issued “automatically”.




6) If the well driller utilizes an “automatically” issued permit
and improperly sites a well or sites a well in such a way that
it impacts the use of an adjoining property (i.e., invalidates
an existing septic permit) is the health department (DHHS)
responsible?

Response: It is not clear where the lines of responsibility
would exist for permits “issued” on the 30 day limit.

7) Can the health department simply issue a permit
denial where an application is approaching the 30 day
time limit?

Response: No. There must be a basis, in rule or law, on
which to deny or issue a permit.




8) Can the health department refuse to accept the application if
the applicant cannot have the site prepared for evaluation within
30 days?

Response: The rules state that an application for a private drinking
water well shall be submitted to the health department and shall
contain certain information. If any part of the information required
in the rules is missing or incomplete then the health department is
under no obligation to accept the application. Once the applicant
has successfully submitted all required information to the health
department, for the well permit application, the 30 day time period

begins.
9) Is a permit issued “automatically” valid for 5 years?

Response: Yes. The “automatically” issued permit would be valid
for 5 years unless revoked.




10) Is the property owner or his agent required to notify the health
department prior to well construction pursuant in accordance with the
rules?

Response: Yes. The requirements for constructing a well remain
unchanged and must be conducted in accordance with existing well
construction rules and laws.

11) If the health department conducts a well site evaluation, within the
30 days, and determines that a variance would be required (in order for
a permit to be issued) can the permit be denied in order to stop the
clock on the 30 days?

Response: Yes. The permit may be denied on the basis of the site
evaluation. Variances for private drinking water wells are only issued
by State representatives of DHHS. Health departments cannot assume
that a variance would be granted and therefore cannot issue a permit
until a decision is rendered regarding the variance.




12) How does the health department go about challenging
the issuance of an “automatically” issued permit?

Response: It appears from the statutory language that the
responsibility for filing an appeal rest with the local health
department and not with the Department. The new language
does not include the Department in the appeal process and
there remains uncertainty about the interpretation. If the
health department wished to challenge the issuance of an
“automatically” issued private drinking water well permit it
would file a petition under the provisions of Chapter 150B of
the General Statutes. Initiating an appeal would prohibit
any construction of the well until the appeal was resolved.




Wells near known
contamination.

(e1) Notice for Wells at Contamination Sites. -
The Commission shall adopt rules governing
permits issued for private drinking water wells
for circumstances in which the local health
department has determined that the proposed
site for a private drinking water well is located
within 1,000 feet of a known source of release
of contamination. Rules adopted pursuant to
this subsection shall provide for notice and
information of the known source of release of
contamination and any known risk of issuing a
permit for the construction and use of a private
drinking water well on such a site.




WHAT IT MEANS

WILL LET US ISSUE PERMITS WHERE

CONTAMINATION IS NEAR
HOMEOWNER KNOWS THE RISK




ORGANIZATIONAL CHANGES

WELL RESPONSIBILITES BACK
UNDER ON-SITE WATER
PROTECTION BRANCH

“WELL PROGRAM” NO LONGER
EXISTS

Monitoring, Certification, Variances,
& Inspection (MCV&I




Regional Territories

On-Site Water Protection

Regional Well Territory Map
August 1, 2013

O Wilson Mize (919) 218-5383
o Wilson.mize@dhhs.nc.gov

John Brooks (828) 713-3335
john.brooks@ncmail.net



Questions?

Asking, dumb quea‘iiﬁ:zts::-_;aa

is much easier tm
correctind dumb mistakes.




CONTACT INFO:

Wilson Mize, R.E.H.S.

Environmental Health Regional
Specialist
On-Site Water Protection Branch

(919) 218-5383
Wilson.mize@dhhs.nc.gov
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